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The fact was that a boy who was bound apprentice for seven
years, and received no pay in spite of increasing proficiency
during the last three or four years of his service, was likely
to become discontented with his condition *. His dissatis-
faction was heightened when he saw boys and girls earning
wages at the age of twelve or thirteen without having been
apprenticed. Hence, as the apprentices grew to manhood,
and found themselves competent workmen able to earn
workmen's wages, their relations with their employers often
became strained : disputes easily arose between them, and
they seemed " solicitous to render themselves obnoxious to
the masters and to make it not worth while to keep them,
but to let them go " 2. The abolition of a seven years'
apprenticeship was therefore recommended expressly in the
belief that it would produce in a boy habits of industry
and more strenuous application to his work, if he received
a journeyman's wage from the moment he proved himself a
competent workman. Sometimes the master, in order to
encourage the apprentice, gave him money, or allowed him
to work overtime after he had finished his ordinary task and
paid him wages for it 3. ^L | & Of-2*/ *3>?O<f S"

In these circumstances it is not surprising to find the Disi
apprenticeship system in process of disintegration even before iheapp
the establishment of factories.   While the institution

its ground more generally in the North than in the West
owing to marked differences in the organization of industry,
it became common in Yorkshire, by the close of the eighteenth
century, to employ boys and girls in the textile industry who
had not been apprenticed ; and prosecutions for breach of
the Elizabethan law were exceptional * until the opponents
of the factory system discerned in the Statute of Apprentices
a legal instrument with which to destroy or cripple it. The
trustees of the cloth halls were constrained to recognize the

1  Parliamentary Papers  (1806)'  iii.  400.    Hogarth's f Industry and
Idleness ' depicts ' the fellow prentices J at their looms.
2  Ibid. (1806), iii. 172.
3  Ibid. (1806), iii. 45-47, 301.
* Ibid. (1802-3), vii. 231, 283 ; (1806), iii. 400. A Yorkshire
clothier stated in 1806 that he had never known a prosecution : ibid.
(1806), iii. ix.